The impact of inoperable advanced basal cell carcinoma: the economic, physical, and psychological burden of the disease.
The development of vismodegib and its recent approval by the United States Food and Drug Administration for use in patients with locally advanced or metastatic basal cell carcinoma (BCC) carries with it a renewed sense of optimism. Once BCC has progressed to an advanced, or so-called inoperable stage, there has been a paucity of effective therapies, making the new small molecule inhibitors targeting the hedgehog pathway particularly hopeful prospects. In order to better understand the utility of these new treatments, it is important to assess the existing economic, physical, and psychological burden of advanced BCC. This review aims to recognize the impact of inoperable and metastatic BCC, as well as to better characterize the various types of advanced BCC. The use of vismodegib as a prophylactic treatment in patients with basal cell nevus syndrome is also addressed, including possible adverse events, tumor resistance, and new onset malignancies.